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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 

1. Background 

The foundation of our environmental policy is formed by the statutory requirements applicable to 
our operations, as well as national and international agreements. The Geological Survey of Finland 
GTK provides solutions based on geoscientific understanding to society and industry to accelerate the 
transition to a sustainable, carbon-neutral world. This mission also guides GTK’s environmental pol-
icy. 

GTK’s environmental policy covers the environmental impacts of our operations. The policy is based 
on a risk-based and impact-based approach: we identify and monitor our material environmental im-
pacts. 

We use our expertise and knowledge to mitigate negative impacts and strengthen positive impacts 
and opportunities, to continuously improve and to make informed decisions.  

2. Commitments 

Our environmental policy is part of the sustainable development framework, which guides the envi-
ronmental, social and governance aspects of our operations. Environmental policy sets out our com-
mitments to environmental protection, preventing climate change and the mitigation of adverse en-
vironmental impacts of our operations and value chain. 

We adhere to the principles of the UN Global Compact relating to human rights, labour standards, 
environmental responsibility and anti-corruption. 

We are committed to continuously improving the level of environmental protection in our opera-
tions and to the principles of nature-positive governance. We follow the principle of continuous im-
provement when evaluating our activities, setting environmental objectives and monitoring our pro-
gress. 

Environmental policy is based on the strategic commitments of GTK, its supervising ministry and cen-
tral government, as well as key international agreements to which Finland is committed at the state 
level. We identify and fulfil applicable compliance obligations, including obligations related to envi-
ronmental legislation and environmental permitting. 

GTK does not operate under an organisation-wide standardised quality certificate. The Circular Econ-
omy Solutions unit applies the latest valid ISO 9001 quality certificate covering the management of 
environmental impacts in the mining industry and the development of circular economy solutions. 

3. Stakeholders and interaction 

We ensure the necessary engagement with relevant stakeholders when assessing environmental 
aspects of our activities. The setting of environmental objectives and related reporting are part of the 
strategy and annual planning processes. 
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Key stakeholders in GTK’s operations are the owner, i.e. the Finnish State represented by the Minis-
try of Economic Affairs and Employment, customers, personnel, funding bodies, partners, public au-
thorities, suppliers, local communities and other parties connected to our activities. 

We maintain regular dialogue with our stakeholders and take their perspectives into consideration 
when developing our operations. We support decision-making by providing independent geological 
research data, expert services and statements on the environment, natural resources and land use. 

Under the Finnish Environmental Protection Act, GTK is designated as an expert organisation for 
statements concerning environmental permits. Upon request, we assist public authorities in deci-
sion-making by issuing statements on matters within the scope of our expertise, most of which are 
related to the environmental impacts of planned activities. 

Our personnel play a central role in implementing the environmental policy. Environmental consid-
erations are integrated into GTK’s internal instructions. The procurement guidelines describe how en-
vironmental impacts are considered in tendering processes. The fieldwork checklist provides instruc-
tions for assessing environmental conditions and checking for any required follow-up measures, 
which are marked as completed once the fieldwork is finished. In line with GTK’s organisational struc-
ture, supervisors are responsible for ensuring compliance with environmental guidelines. 

Depending on the service or product provided, we require suppliers to be familiar with the objectives 
of GTK’s Environmental Policy and encourage them to follow the same principles. GTK applies the Do 
No Significant Harm (DNSH) principle in its procurement policy. 

For customers and partners, including companies, organisations and municipalities, we provide re-
search data and expert services that help prevent actions that may negatively affect environmental 
conditions and mitigate the adverse environmental impacts of their operations. 

For funding bodies, we describe the environmental impacts of our projects and research activities in 
accordance with the objectives and reporting requirements of each funder. 

For local communities, our research provides regional information on environmental conditions and 
the environmental impacts of different forms of land use. This research data supports the reconcilia-
tion of local needs and decision-making processes. We share information with local communities 
about the objectives, impacts and methods of our research. 

4. Environmental objectives 

GTK’s most significant environmental contribution is the development of sustainable solutions for so-
ciety and business. Scientific research, knowledge sharing and collaborative networks and partner-
ships are our primary means of creating positive impact. 
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Based on GTK’s sustainability impact assessment, the most material environmental impacts of our 
activities relate to the availability and sustainable use of natural resources, the energy transition, en-
vironmental risk management and biodiversity. 

 

Impacts of research projects 

Adapting to the impacts of climate change requires extensive action across society. Our research 
provides a geoscientific approach to the sustainable use of the environment and the conservation of 
biodiversity. 

In our research activities, we strive to create a positive handprint by enabling solutions that promote 
sustainable development and a healthy environment while minimising adverse impacts. 

The research data we produce supports the energy transition and reduces fossil emissions in our 
customers’ projects. This knowledge base promotes investments in renewable and low-emission en-
ergy production, increasing the generation of clean energy and reducing emissions. 

GTK’s services for the land use sector support risk management planning to mitigate the impacts of 
acidification and reduce the metal load released into surface waters, groundwater and the environ-
ment. 

Our research on marine areas, inland waters, groundwater resources and soils supports the manage-
ment of nutrient loads and nature values. Research data used in decision-making leads to improved 
planning solutions, reducing waste material and environmental harm. 

Our research services enable the assessment of valuable substances in primary and secondary min-
eral raw materials, which contributes to the utilisation of side streams and waste as well as the circu-
lar economy of materials. Our research helps reduce resource waste and implement the principles of 
circular economy. 

 

Management of environmental impacts 

We seek to minimise our impacts on biodiversity loss and gather additional data on the impacts of 
our activities. 

We support the business sector in developing innovative solutions that improve environmental con-
ditions and create new business opportunities. 

We identify and reduce the environmental load of our operations and improve the resource and en-
ergy efficiency of our operating methods. In regard to our premises, we emphasise energy and mate-
rial efficiency and circular economy solutions in cooperation with the property owner. 

In procurement, we aim to reduce the carbon and ecological footprints of each procurement and 
promote circular economy. We apply the Finnish Government’s resolution regarding the ecological 
objectives of public procurement.  
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We support the national implementation of legislation, strategies and directives on combatting bio-
diversity loss. 

5. Roles and responsibilities 

Each employee at GTK is responsible for implementing the environmental policy. 

The management is in charge of creating the prerequisites for environmental sustainability, monitor-
ing progress towards environmental objectives and managing deviations. 

Supervisors are responsible for taking environmental aspects into account within their areas of re-
sponsibility, and all employees are expected to consider environmental responsibility in their own 
work. 

6. Monitoring and continuous improvement 

We regularly monitor the implementation of our environmental policy and related practices. Envi-
ronmental impacts are monitored using the data sources available to GTK.  

The implementation of our environmental policy is monitored as part of GTK’s management, sustain-
ability and operational development. We utilise available data and continuously improve our assess-
ment, monitoring and reporting of environmental impacts. We follow the principle of continuous im-
provement in the development of our environmental sustainability. 

The management’s annual review identifies the measures required to advance the environmental ob-
jectives and reviews the status of the development measures agreed in the previous review. GTK’s 
annual sustainability report is an important monitoring mechanism that provides stakeholders with 
information on the measures taken. 

Our monitoring practices utilise e.g. the key indicators of the sustainability report, carbon footprint 
data of procurements and other available data on environmental impacts. In addition, we assess en-
vironmental sustainability through information generated by our research, expert services and pro-
ject activities, as geoscientific information and research results support responsible decision-mak-
ing, sustainable use of natural resources and the sustainability transition of society.  

 


	Environmental policy

